Here we follow Tibaldi and Molteni (1990) to compute two geopotential height gradients (GHGN and GHGS) at 500hPa for each latitude and longitude grid point in the Greenland sector; 20W-60W, 50N-85N:
Part 2
Impact of clouds and MODIS cloud-gap filling algorithm
We only selected clear days according to the standard MODIS cloud mask, and in addition to the cloud mask we did further editing of each IST map and removed pixels that "may have been" affected by undetected clouds. Through this method we are confident that cloud cover has been removed. We cannot estimate the uncertainty of the IST through cloud cover because clouds can be different thicknesses and temperatures. The best way to deal with clouds is to remove the pixels that might be affected clouds.
To partly compensate for the effects of cloud cover, we employ a cloud-gap 
